FOUNDER’S MESSAGE
Well, unbelievably it has been 26 years since that
one off lunch was held to raise funds for Tommy’s
Campaign and celebrate the achievements of
our Inspiring North West women. When the first
Inspiring Women Awards (NWWof AA) lunch was
held in 1993, it was relatively unique. It is, therefore,
a testament to the women recognised then and since
that these awards have continued to thrive against
the multitude of award ceremonies that exist today.
Whilst the format and categories have changed, the
philosophy remains the same: to recognise
and celebrate the inspiring achievements
of women in the North West and North
Wales. For 2018 we have five categories:
Business, Community, Entrepreneur, the
Inspiring Young Woman Award (16-25 year
olds) and continuing with the celebrations
around the Suffragette movement last
year we have the 100 Award, recognising
that man or woman who is advancing
the role of women in our society. We will
also be recognising two important
people this year with The Constance
Award – the person behind it and the
recipient.
Judging, for my independent panel
of judges, gets no easier and I
am indebted to them for their
time and diligence in discussing
the merits of all the nominations
before reaching their decisions. The
Finalists represent the diversity
of nominees in each of the main
categories; from specialist Shoes
and Food enterprises to International
businesses; from supporting local
communities and vulnerable young
people to running successful businesses and
from creating a voice for women to displaying
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extraordinary drive and courage; they all inspired
the judges with their stories.
Our Emcee is long-time supporter of the Awards,
Sky Sports presenter Angela Powers and founder of
HER rugby league.
We are delighted to welcome the toast of ‘Shameless’
actress Alice Barry, who played Lillian the Madam so
brilliantly (and is quick to point out she was acting!!),
our role reversal broadcaster Andy Crane, who
can relax a little today letting Angela take over the
presenting reigns and Founder of Patchwork Pate,
Margaret Carter whose own story is right up there
with our Finalists. Their profiles are all on page 9
A huge thank you to our overall sponsors the
University of Central Lancashire (Uclan) and our
category and media sponsors Deloitte, The Midland
Hotel, Cheshire Life and Lancashire Life and BBC
Radio Manchester who are also broadcasting live
from the event today. I am also indebted to those who
donated the raffle prizes and gifts on page 11.
For all their professional support and understanding,
I would like to thank cameraman Tom Paul Martin,
programme designer Steve Dutton; Midland Hotel’s
Director of Sales, Peter Shrigley; Eamonn Hunt from
Very Creative and of course Hank Hughes-Lundy and
his team; Frankie, Anna and Nadine.
I would like to thank you all for attending and
supporting these Awards both today and over the
years. I hope you have an enjoyable and memorable
lunch.

Jacqueline Hughes-Lundy
Awards Founder

2018 INSPIRING WOMEN AWARDS

TIMETABLE
12.15-12.50 - Drinks Reception
13.00 - Welcome
Jacqueline Hughes-Lundy
Founder: Inspiring Women Awards
Business Award
Interviews & Winner announced
Inspiring Young Woman Award
Film & Winner announced
Inspiring Young Women Foundation
Charity Appeal
100 Award
Interviews & Winner announced
Entrepreneur Award
Interviews & Winner announced
Community Award
Interviews & Winner announced

MENU
Mushroom and Tarragon Fritter, Quinoa,
Goats Cheese Mousse, Beetroot Salad (v)
***
Roast Fillet of Sea Bass, Crab Crushed
Potatoes, Asparagus, Fennel and Dill Beurre
Blanc
OR
Mini Butternut Squash, Feta and Red Onion
Pitiviers, Cavalo Neo, Cauliflower puree and
Truffle Dressing (v)
***
Pear Crumble Parfait, Dark Chocolate
Mousse, Hazelnut Praline, and Meringue
***
Freshly Brewed Coffee, Tea & Cakes

Constance Award
Film & Winner announced
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magazine

6 issues
for £6
If you
love life in
Cheshire,
you’ll love
Cheshire
Life

The Midland in Manchester is one of the
city’s gr andest hotels, offering truly
supreme service levels, excellent facilities
and an unbeatable location.

The historically listed building boasts 312 sumptuous
guestrooms, 14 varied conference and meeting rooms,
2 acclaimed restaurants including Adam Reid at The French
and Mr Cooper’s, an award-winning Tea Room, newly
refurbished Bar & Lounge and a state-of-the-art luxury spa.

SAVE
UP TO

78%
www.cheshirelife.co.uk
Lines are open 8am-9.30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat. T&Cs: Savings are based on the cover price and Direct Debit
is a UK only offer. After your first term, print subscription rates continue at a 35% saving every 6 months. Digital
subscriptions continue at £17.99 by annual Direct Debit. Please call +44 (0)1858 438840 for overseas delivery rates.
Subscriptions may not include promotional items packaged with the magazine at the newsstand. Offer ends 31/12/18.
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Media Partner

Situated in the heart of Manchester’s city centre, The Midland offers an
ideal location to enjoy the very best that the city has to offer, from arts and
culture with its theatres, museums and football stadiums, to its diverse
range of nightlife and shopping.

call 0161 236 3333

Drinks Sponsor

Proud to support
the Inspiring
Women Awards

Discount for
Inspiring Women
members – visit
winconference.net
to register today!

WIN Manchester
Realising Your Power & Leading Change,
Differently – the Suffragette Edition

Visit santandercb.co.uk

7 June 2018 | UKFast Campus | Manchester
3 TRANSFORMATIVE
PLENARIES

2 INTERACTIVE
SESSIONS

1 CELEBRATION
NETWORKING DINNER

The WIN Manchester 1-day conference provides
leaders with inspiration, practical tools and
contacts to help you prepare for the future and
grow as authentic
feminine
leaders.
THINK BRANDING.
THINK wEB.
THINK PRINT. THINK MARKETING. THINK SOCIAL MEDIA.

We are award winning makers of brands,
designers of brochures, and creators of websites.
Proud to support Inspiring Awards.
www.thinkdesignagency.co.uk
Santander Corporate & Commercial is a brand name of Santander UK plc, Abbey National Treasury Services
plc (which also uses the brand name Santander Global Corporate Banking) and Santander Asset Finance plc.
Registered office: 2 Triton Square, Regent’s Place, London NW1 3AN. Company numbers: 2294747, 2338548 and
1533123 respectively. Registered in England and Wales. Santander and the flame logo are registered trademarks.
MC0436 APR 18 H
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INSPIRING YOUNG
WOMEN FOUNDATION
In 2010 to mark 18 years of recognising women’s achievements and in so doing, inspiring
the next generation, I decided to set up a Foundation that would leave a lasting legacy of
the work of The Inspiring Women Awards and the generous support of its audience. The
Foundation supports our region’s exceptional young talent (16-25 year olds).

A CATCH UP WITH 2017 WINNER, MENNA FITZPATRICK

This time last year I was very nervous
about attending my first awards event
and I really didn’t think I was going to
win. It was a lovely day and I was so
proud to be part of it.
After the awards, Jen and I started
training for the 2018 PyeongChang
Paralympics. Training was erratic
with half of the races cancelled due
to too much snow! The Paralympics
arrived and we were nervous knowing
that our race experience had been
limited, but everyone was in the same
boat so we just got on with it.
On the morning of the last race, things
didn’t go well. My ski boots fell on my
head as we were being transported
from the Paralympic village. Then we
usually do an inspection of the run, but
due to it being warm and the need to
protect the snow, we had to carry out
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the inspection at a distance, making
it harder to understand the run. Then
in both runs our communications
failed, meaning I couldn’t hear Jen,
so I had to just follow the orange
blur of her jacket. I had a bit of an
emotional breakdown on that last
day, but our sports psychologist
talked us through and told us to go
out and just ski – enjoy our last race.
For the last race we were on the
leader board 0.66 seconds behind
favourites Henrieta Farkasova &
Natalia Subrtova, who were racing
last. We were hoping they wouldn’t
quite do it – and they didn’t, giving us
a final score of 0.66 ahead! I didn’t
know about this until Jen hugged
me. Making British Paralympian
history with our medal tally still
hasn’t sunk in and of course I still
have to do every day stuff like the
washing!
I am so sorry I can’t be with you
today; our diaries are pretty full from
sporting engagements, to visiting
schools and from appearing on
The Last Leg to (soon) presenting
a BAFTA, but I hope the Inspiring
Young Woman of 2018 enjoys her day
as much as I did.

THE INSPIRING YOUNG WOMAN AWARD
2018 WINNER - HALLIE-CODIE LUSTY
Hallie-Codie Lusty is a 17 year old young woman from Manchester.
She loves outdoor activities, and volunteers
as a Young Leader at The Factory Youth
Zone, a youth charity in North Manchester.
Hallie teaches dance and gets involved in
The Factory’s girls group, she is also the
main lead for when new girls join, showing
them around, introducing them to new people
and being their buddy for a night ensuring
they are happy and comfortable in the new
environment.
She is also
now
getting
involved in a
new allotment
project.
On
the 8th March
Hallie spoke in
front of 150 men
and
women
at an event
celebrating
International
Women’s Day,
representing
the charity and
demonstrating her confidence in her own
abilities and exciting possibilities for her
future. As a direct result of her speech, a
£4,000 donation was pledged and the event
raised over £16,000 for The Factory.

Yet 2 years ago this wouldn’t have seemed
possible and we would have been introducing
you to a very different young woman.
Overwhelmed with copying with being bullied
at school, moving locations and schools
and eventually
finding herself
e x c l u d e d
from
school
and having to
attend a Pupil
Referral
Unit
in
Openshaw
where
her
options
for
GCSE’s
were
limited as a result. Hallie-Codie chose to
push herself and set herself goals such as
increasing her confidence, improving her
mental well-being and making new positive
friendships.
“We are so proud to call Hallie a member at
The Factory – she contributes so much to the
offer here, and really goes out of her way to
make sure that she is an exemplary young
leader – being a real role model, empowering
and inspiring other young women in particular
those who are less able to help themselves
initially”.

CHE S HIRE
C O M M U N I T Y

www.inspiringawards.co.uk

F O U N DAT I O N

The IYW Foundation is a fund administered
by Cheshire Community Foundation.
Charity number 1143711
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JACQUELINE
HUGHES-LUNDY
AWARDS FOUNDER & ORGANISER
Jacqueline is the Founder and sole organiser of the
Inspiring Women Awards formed in 1992.
Following a successful career in Financial Services,
she established the Strategy, Marketing, PR and
Event business Olivia Henry Associates in 2003 with
clients ranging from Canada Life International and
Close Invoice Finance to The French by Simon Rogan
and Mr Coopers House & Garden. From Manchester
Metropolitan University and Olympus Keymed to
Salford City Council and The Christie. In addition to
running OHA, she is currently Chair of Emerge 3 Rs
and a founder board member of HER Rugby League.
She is also the Programme Leader for the Hospitality,
Tourism & Event Management degree within the
North Wales Business School at Wrexham Glyndwr
University.
She developed and jointly organised The Great
Northern Cook Off for four years which was supported
by Michelin Starred chefs, Raymond Blanc OBE and
Michael Caines MBE.
Her previous public appointments include: Board
member for the Millennium Quarter Trust, which
included responsibility for The National Football
Museum (formally Urbis). Appointed to the Advertising
Standards Authority’s Broadcast Committee of
Advertising Practice as a ‘consumer expert’ on
advertising regulatory policy matters. Chair of the
ITC’s Viewers Consultative Council for the Granada
Region. She is also the Founding Trustee of The
Inspiring Young Women Foundation.
Previously she was a Board Member and Vice
President of The Community Foundation for
Greater Manchester during which time she led the
Rainmakers Foundation which is now known as the
Birdhouse Fund.
She is a Fellow of the RSA. Her writing credits include
Travel pieces for lifestyle magazine Cheshire Life and
is one of their Food & Drink Award judges. She has
been a regular contributor to BBC radio Manchester
programmes for the past 25 years.
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AWARD PRESENTERS
ANGELA POWERS

ANDY CRANE

MARGARET CARTER

EMCEE

A familiar face and voice to
millions, Andy Crane has
been broadcasting on radio
and television for more than
30 years! He currently hosts
“Andy Crane in the Morning”
for Bauer Media on their
Bauer City 2 network where
his breakfast show can be
enjoyed simultaneously on 7
stations across the north!

Margaret Carter was born
in Chile, South America,
Educated in the UK, married
in the Bahamas and returned
to the UK as a married
woman when she was 21.
After realising that the family
income did not support the
champagne lifestyle she
was used to, she started her
first business selling paper
flowers in the swinging
sixties from the back of her
mini with two children in tow.

Angela is a journalist, who has
been a rugby league reporter
and presenter for Sky Sports
for the last 18 years, prior to
which she was the BBC NW
Sports Editor.
She was the winner of a Mind
Media award for her reporting
on mental health issues in
sport and is the founder of Her
Rugby League Association, set
up to celebrate the roles of
women in a male-dominated
sport.

ALICE BARRY
Alice is probably best known
for her portrayal of ‘LILLIAN’
who she developed into a major
character in the cult series
‘SHAMELESS’. The series ran
for 10 years and gained many
awards for the cast and creator
of the series’ PAUL ABBOTT’.
She has, however, also
appeared in numerous TV
shows including ‘BENIDORM’
‘CORONATION STREET’ and
‘DOCTORS’
Her contribution to various
charities includes regular
photo portrayals of Stars of
Stage and Screen for SPORTS
RELIEF at the BBC. Her
Hobbies are meeting people
and antique collecting.
She is delighted to be attending
the ‘Inspiring Women Awards’
and wishes everybody a
wonderful and inspirational
afternoon here at the Midland
Hotel Manchester.

It all began in 1983
at Piccadilly Radio in
Manchester after which
he was poached by Capital
Radio and made the move
south. 1986 saw Andy join
Children’s BBC and begin the
television role in The Broom
Cupboard that would quickly
make him a household name.
From 2004 Andy spent six
years as the senior news
anchor at Channel m News
in Manchester – winning
the Royal Television Society
award for Best Regional
Presenter. More recently he
has hosted the Drivetime and
Saturday Breakfast shows
on BBC Radio Manchester
and occasionally weekend
news bulletins for Granada
Reports.
Andy has supported the
Inspiring Women awards for
many years bringing his own
brand of presenting as the
MC and now relaxing as a
guest award announcer. He
is used to being surrounded
by women he says of his 25
year marriage to Caroline
and their three girls, Eleanor
24, Annabel 22 and Beth 20.

With a number of changes
of direction she hit upon
a winner in the form of a
knitwear business selling up
and down the trendy King’s
Road, Miss Selfridge and
Way In, Harrods. Divorced
and noticing that her children
were growing up fast and
struggling in the recession
of the late seventies she
decided to move to North
Wales to spend more time
with them and enjoy being a
mother. Realising that this
retreat to the hills needed an
income she again set about
starting a business, but this
time she started it from
home doing something that
she could do herself. Taking
£9 from the house keeping
budget The Patchwork
Traditional Food Company
was born. She took this to
a £2 million turnover before
handing over the reins to
her youngest son Rufus, the
current MD. The company
has over 80 awards and
accolades for both products
and business ethos.
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Suffragette - an Ingenious film

Ingenious is proud to support
The Inspiring Women Awards
020 7319 4000
theingeniousgroup.co.uk
Ingenious is a trading name of Ingenious Capital Management Limited, which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority under Firm Reference Number 562563. The value of an investment can
go down as well as up and an investor may not get back the full amount invested.

Smart decisions.
Lasting value.
Helping our clients and our people achieve
their aspirations. Crowe Clark Whitehill
is proud to be associated with the
Inspiring Women Awards.

Start the conversation

t: 0161 413 0030
arbuthnotlatham.co.uk

Vicky Szulist
Partner
vicky.szulist@crowecw.co.uk

Rebecca Durrant
Partner
rebecca.durrant@crowecw.co.uk

+44 (0)161 214 7531

+44 (0)161 214 7525

Audit / Tax / Advisory
Arbuthnot Latham & Co., Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.
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Prize
Draw

DONATED PRIZES

Afternoon Tea for Two in the Tea Room
Donated by The Midland Hotel, Manchester
www.qhotels.co.uk

Champagne afternoon tea for two
Donated by The Gotham Hotel, Manchester
www.hotelgotham.co.uk

Nachtmann Quantum Vase
Donated by Pyramid Designer Glassware
& Gifts, Chester
www.pyramid-glass.co.uk

Two Tickets for the Cheshire Life Food & Drink Awards
Donated by Cheshire Life, www.archant.co.uk
Friday night cooking experience for 2
Donated by Food Sorcery, West Didsbury, Manchester
www.foodsorcery.co.uk

Two places on the Pasta Master course at
Salvi’s Cookery School
Donated by Salvi’s, Corn Exchange,
Manchester, www.salvismanchester.co.uk

Overnight Stay for Two with Breakfast at The Midland Hotel,
Manchester
Donated by The Midland Hotel
www.qhotels.co.uk

GIFT BAG SPONSORS
The Midland Hotel
Gift Bags, www.qhotels.co.uk

Cocoa Cabana
Chocolates, www.cocoa-cabana.co.uk

University of Central Lancashire
Note Books , www.uclan.ac.uk

Blow Ltd
Kose sheet masks & £10 vouchers
www.cocoa-cabana.co.uk

Cheshire Life
Magazines, www.archant.co.uk

We are fortunate that so many generous prizes have been donated to this year’s event.
Your charity donation is your ticket that could win one of these prizes.
Sincere thanks to the above individuals and companies for contributing so generously. We hope
you will support them
in the future!
The money raised by guests is greatly appreciated by the benefiting charity, The Inspiring Young
Women Foundation.

BUSINESS CARD DRAW
Bottle of Champagne
Donated by Sally Penni,
Kenworthy Chambers.
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BUSINESS FINALISTS
Recognising women in business
whose talents and passion influence
and inspire others

Lisa Greenhalgh

Lisa stands out from the crowd as she is a strong female leader
in the largely male dominated world of financial investment.
Lisa has grown within the business to become CEO, and now
leads a team of 17 professionals, half of whom are women. The
investments made under Lisa’s leadership have supported and
enabled the start-up and growth of hundreds of businesses,
bringing employment and economic stability to the Liverpool
City region. In addition, Lisa also had the vision to notice the gap
in service provision aimed at helping SME businesses to become
“investment ready” and the often confusing maze-like funding
landscape that business owners had to negotiate. Consequently,
in 2017 Lisa created and launched the MSIF Finance Hub, an
independent arm of the organisation, which is a free gateway
for SMEs wishing to access external funding where they will
be guided and assisted through the fund-raising process in a
personalised and simplified way. Since its launch in May 2017,
the Finance Hub has worked with over 650 satisfied businesses.

Joycelyn Neve

Was there ever any doubt that Joycelyn would end up in
the hospitality industry despite her ambitions to become a
commodity anaylst? With her father Chris, a respected
Fleetwood fish supplier to top chefs in the region, working in
restaurants and bars in Manchester followed by six months
studying the coastal food industry in South America, Joycelyn’s
passion for the highest quality food backed by distinctive service
led to the creation of the Seafood Pub Company in 2010 at the age
of 25. Over the past 7 years and against a trend of pubs closing,
this Gastropub business has expanded to 10 properties, each
with their own character but with the Seafood Pub Co values
and style at heart. With a turnover in excess of £4m in 2015,
almost doubling in 2016 to £7m, the Company secured an £18m
investment from Penta Capital to expand the portfolio over the
next 5 years. Joycelyn, recently married, still manages to fit in
the odd fishing trip with her inspirational Dad.

Sara Prowse

Contact:
HeatherCrosby,
Crosby, Partner,
455
6218
Contact:
Heather
Partner,+44
+44161
161
455
6218
Contact:
Heather Crosby, Partner,
+44
161
455
6218

Sara was appointed CEO of the £97m turnover company
Hotter Shoes in 2016 as part of a new leadership team with
a track record in turnaround and growth in omni- channel
businesses. Hotter is the largest shoe manufacturer in Britain,
producing a pair of hand finished shoes every 20 seconds.
With an impeccable pedigree in merchandising and buying,
which started in River Island, Sara has been charged with
stabilising and growing this 60year old company. Following her
appointment as Merchandising Director of GUS, she went on to
lead the integration of GUS and Littlewoods with Shop Direct,
where she then moved into marketing at Shop Direct as a Brand
Director responsible for creating the brand isme, targeting the
50+ female consumers. Her last role prior to joining Hotter was
European Managing Director at Lands’ End, a classic American
lifestyle brand targeting the more mature customer. Outside of
work her passions include: Skiing, yoga, Pilates, cookery, and
retail therapy, with a real weakness for buying shoes!

2018

ENTREPRENEUR FINALISTS

2018

Recognising women who take that leap
of faith and develop businesses which
benefit the economy
Jennifer Bailey

When Jennifer was getting married she realised that she was
going to find it very difficult to find beautiful shoes that fitted
her feet, as she suffered from bunions. Scouring the internet
she discovered there were no brands that did both
fashionable and comfortable shoes for bunions. She was
determined that one day she would address this problem. So
4 years ago Jennifer, pregnant with her second child and
facing redundancy decided to follow her dream of setting up
her own business. Using her redundancy payment and
maternity leave, she set up Calla Shoes, a brand of footwear
specially designed for stylish women who suffer from
bunions. In 2016, following 2 years of research, development
and working with a podiatrist, specialist footwear fitters, shoe
designers and a small footwear factory in Portugal, she
launched Calla shoes on an ecommerce website.

Lisa Edge

Lisa has dedicated the last year and a half to changing the way
her county, Lancashire, does business, through building a
revolutionary online platform www.lancashare.co.uk with the
aim of pooling all of the Counties resources for business into
one place; from funding and funded support, to tenders, events,
awards and networking, it's all available on Lancashare for free.
Lisa has since launched Mancheshare shortly after
Lancashare's first birthday and created the over-arching GB
Shared brand. This was fortuitous as after presenting the
'Share' model at the NEC in Birmingham requests flooded in
for Buckinghamshare, Hertfordshare, Nottinghamshare etc...
But Lisa is determined that a share can only be of benefit to a
County with the right person at its helm, so for now the search
continues for the next Share Manager.

Lisa Raynes

Despite going to the same university and having the same
experience as her male colleagues, architect Lisa Raynes was
made redundant TWICE while on maternity leave. This inspired
her to launch Pride Road, an architectural practice that
empowers women returning to work after having a family and
gives them back control of their careers. Lisa saw too often that
female architects returning from maternity soon began to slip
down the career ladder. This is mainly due to outdated
expectations of commitment and inflexible working hours,
which make it incredibly difficult for women to enjoy a fulfilling
work/life/family balance. Lisa’s goal is to assist and access the
huge drain of talent that architecture is suffering from by
spearheading a new business model that allows women back in
the workplace under their own control. Pride Road has already
scored its first two franchisees based in Manchester and
Liverpool.

100 AWARD FINALISTS
Recognising those men and women who
promote the role of women in our society

Rhys Archer

Rhys Archer created a campaign called Women of Science to provide
female role models for young people interested in Science and
Engineering. Combining WISE ‘Not for People Like Me’ research. In
2018, just 13% of those working in STEM subjects are women. Rhys’s
Women of Science is a campaign that shares photo stories of women
who work and study in STEM to increase the visibility of relatable
female role models, showcasing the achievements, struggles and
attitudes of a diverse range of female scientists, including Dame
Nancy Rothwell and Professor Danielle George. The campaign is not
just focused on providing these role models to young girls, but also
aims to provide a supportive network for current women in STEM.
Alongside social media campaigns, stories are also printed on
postcards which are then sent into schools and given out to families
at events. Over the past year, Rhys has single-handedly engaged with
over 4000 young people, teachers, and parents, as well as giving out
around 10,000 printed Women of Science postcards.

Katherine Dalgliesh

Katherine Founded The Happy Mums Foundation in 2015 with the
aim of supporting mothers with their mental health. This followed
her own experience of post-natal depression and anxiety, spending
time on a mother and baby unit in Manchester with her infant
daughter. When Katherine returned to Carlisle after her admission
she found that there was little on offer to continue her support and
made it her goal that no mother should experience maternal mental
ill health alone. Katherine began the Happy Mums Foundation to
raise awareness of maternal mental health issues and provide
peer led support groups for mums experiencing them. She went
on to lead the foundation in a bid to comic relief for much needed
funded for the area, this bid was successful and in April 2017 the
#MumsTogether project was launched. This is a free resource for
Mothers and families in north Cumbria who are effected by maternal
mental health issues during pregnancy or up to 2 years after birth
and includes support groups.

Eve Holt

Eve is a director and co-founder at Happen Together CIC. She is
passionate about people, community and equality. Eve left her career
as a solicitor to focus on working with people to help them make the
change they want to see in their own lives, communities, workplaces
and in society as a whole. These values and the tenet ‘nothing about
us without us’ have been central to her work, as a practicing solicitor
for 13 years (specialising in public law and human rights) and across
the array of community-based projects she now works on through
her community interest company. Her current projects include:
Co-founder of DivaManc - growing women’s voice, participation,
influence and power in Greater Manchester and the devolution
process. Co-lead for ‘Making Devolution Work for Women’ project
with Fawcett Society. Co-lead of SomeWomen - a ‘centenary cities’
project led by the Pankhurst Centre, Manchester - the campaign for
voice and vote of past, present and future. Co-lead for Parliament
Project North - supporting women to run for political office delivering workshops, webinars and peer coaching circles
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COMMUNITY FINALISTS
Recognising women whose contributions to
society make a substantial difference
to the lives of others

Fiona Measham

Professor Fiona Measham, is co-founder of Manchester
based not for profit CIC, ‘The Loop’.. Through her tireless
work with The Loop she has become the spearhead of a
social movement which has in turn become a call to action
across both the UK and internationally for the implementation
of drug policy change and the introduction of Multi Agency
Safety Testing (MAST) for thousands of the UK’s drug using
community and their families. Drug related deaths in the
UK are currently the highest on record and prompted Fiona
to set up The Loop to provide harm reduction information,
advice and welfare services in Manchester’s Warehouse
Project nightclub and the 80,000 capacity Parklife festival
held annually in Heaton Park. The Loop also introduced the
UK’s first on site forensic analysis for public safety at clubs
and festivals.

Maura Jackson

As CEO of Bolton Young Person’s Housing Scheme, which
provides accommodation and support for young people
aged 16-25 who face homelessness and sexual exploitation.
Maura has transformed the charity, growing the turnover
from £465k in 2012 to £2.1 million this year, increased staffing
from 13 to 52 meaning even more help and support can be
given to our young homeless people. She has engaged local
communities and businesses in the organisation and if the
support offered exceeds what is required, Maura will ensure
other charities benefit.
She won CIH Housing Heroes inspirational leader of the year
2017 and NW charity of the year 2017. In January 2018 she
secured £500k with Big Lottery for a new service for care
leavers offering support through mentoring, advice & support.
She still voluntarily chairs a local domestic violence charity.

Chloe Joyner

Chloe is a mum to two gorgeous children Xanthe and Emery.
Xanthe was born with Ushers Syndrome, Type 1, an extremely
rare genetic disorder. Whilst this might stop most people in
their tracks, Chloe immersed herself in finding out as much
as she could about the condition to support her daughter. She
even travelled to America where there is more research and
information done than there is in the UK. She was so inspired
by the work they do out there that she decided to come back
to the UK and set up a foundation for children living with
Ushers Syndrome. She founded Usher Kids UK to give more
information about this syndrome and so support other people
going through the same thing their family is going through.
She also works with deafblind UK and is now the liaison
between Ushers UK and the US.

2018

THE CONSTANCE AWARD

Ask any young girl who her female role model is and she will
probably name a celebrity, ask a woman and she will probably
say her Mum.
The woman that you grew up frustrated with, suddenly
becomes the wisest of the wise when you get older. This
inaugural award is named in honour of My Mum, Connie, who
passed away in 2017.
The Inspiring Women awards have always been about
recognising and celebrating the achievements of women
who ‘get on with it’, who don’t seek plaudits and are often
embarrassed and always humbled when recognised
publically. These women don’t believe they do anything
special, but we know otherwise.
My Mum was not a captain of industry; she didn’t set up a
charity or compete in the Olympics. She worked in a shop from
the age of 14, only stopping for one memorable year when we
begged her to go back to work.
But what she did do was more important; she helped me
with my Latin verbs and listened to my latest boyfriend woes.
She was witty, kind, demanding, a flirt and when you least
expected it, incredibly wise. She never judged or interfered,
but if she had something to say she would and that would be
the end of it. Without ever realising it she was a great role
model.
The first recipient of this award is a woman who became a
successful business woman almost by accident and maybe
even by fate. Needing to maintain the educational choices
made for her children, following redundancy she set about
building a small business later in life. She worked for and then
with her family because that was what mattered to her.

Inspiring

Women

Honoured to
be sponsoring
the inaugural

Constance
Award

