Local women with awesome
tales of courage, determination
and achievement were
honoured at this year’s
Inspiring Women Awards
Words: Lynne Arnold
Photography: John Cocks

E remarkable stories of 12 women nominated for
their inspirational achieverments were heard by over
350 guests at a prestigious lunch and awards’ event
at the Midland Hotel, Manchester.

Women who think nothing of ‘going that extra mile’
impressed and moved diners at the 16th Inspiring Women
Awards, which clearly continues to live up to its name.

We all know there are truly inspiring women but many
go unrecognised and do not realise how they become role
models for others, At a lunch at the Midland Hotel in
Manchester, guests felt privileged to hear the personal and
sometimes heart-rending stories of the shortlisted women.

But there were laughs too. The 2008 Awards, in
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associalion with Britannia Building Society, were presented
by Danny Wallace, comedy writer, TV and radio presenter,
and the lunch was compered by Trevor Hunt, BBC Radio
Manchester commentator.

It was a celebrity event, to which Cheshire Life and
Lancashire Life magazines continue to be media partners
The Awards were broadcast live by BBC Radio
Manchester, and four Salford City Reds rugby players
graced the stage for the charity appeal for The Prince's
Trust which raised £4,500.

Nominations were sought from the public to find four
women who had excelled in the North West from different
walks of life — public sector, arts, business and community
— women who had made a difference to the lives of
others. After a mix of humorous and moving stories, four
women triumphed, receiving a standing ovation as they
picked up their Inspiring Women trophies

Founder and Award organiser, Jacgueline Hughes-
Lundy says: ‘These Awards provide recognition, a public
appreciation of the difference women can make and how
they motivate others. Through the Inspiring Women
Awards | hope that by recognising our finalists, we play
some small part in encouraging other women. Winners
always mention that they don't feel they do anything
special or they felt humbled in comparison to the
achisvements of other norﬁmees; their humility is always
the hallmark of their inspiration to others.’

Above: Awards
presenter, Danny
Wallace, with the
winners: (from left
to right); Anne
Parry who co-
founded Papryus,
a charity
committed to the
prevention of
young suicide;
Karen McCormick
who is Cheshire
Building Seciety's
Chief Executive;
Donna Hall, who is
Chief Executive of
Chorley Borough
Council and Claire
Moore of Certain
Curtain Theatre,
Preston.
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